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TECHNICAL NOTE 2850 


STUDY OF PRESSURE EFFECTS ON VAPORIZATION RATE OF DROPS IN GAS STREAMS 


By Robert D. Ingebo 


SUMMARY 


The determination of the rate of vaporization of a pure liquid 
from a spherical surface exposed to a gas stream of varying static 
pressure required the use of the heat-balance equation 


where dm/d@ is the vaporization rate, h is the heat-transfer coeffi- 
cient, A is the surface area of the drop, Н; is the latent heat of 
vaporization, and At is the difference between the gas temperature 
and the surface temperature of the drop. Sensible heat transferred by 
the liquid was negligible in comparison with latent-heat requirements. 


Experimental data were obtained for four pure liquids tested over 
an air-stream static-pressure range of 450 to 1500 millimeters of mer- 
cury. Data were also obtained for methanol evaporating in constant- 
pressure streams of helium, argon, and carbon dioxide. The following 
semiempirical equation for predicting the evaporation rate of a drop 
was determined: 


0.6 0.5 
k At 6 1 k ) 


ols 


where Ка and k, are the thermal conductivities of the gas and the 
vapor, respectively, d is the drop diameter, Re and Sc are the 
Reynolds and Schmidt numbers, respectively, g is the acceleration due 
to gravity, 1 is the mean free path of the gas molecules, and c is 
the root-mean-square velocity of the gas molecules. This expression 
was obtained for the case of isolated drops and a very low value of 
&pproach-stream turbulence. 
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The evaporation-rate and the surface-temperature data obtained in 
this study show the heat-transfer coefficient to be independent of the 
static pressure of the system, and the effect of pressure on the vapor- 
ization rate to be determined directly by the effect of pressure on the 
surface temperature of the drop. An equation is also presented for cal- 
culating the At value for water at a static pressure of 450 to 
1500 millimeters of mercury by use of the At value for 1-atmosphere 
pressure and a calculated correction term At'. 


INTRODUCTION 


Numerous investigations have been made to determine the effect of 
pressure on the vaporization rate of droplets in still air (refer- 
ences 1 to 4). However, at present, vaporization-rate data, which show 
the effect of pressure on the evaporation rate of drops in streams of 
air or other gases, are unavailable. Since combustion-chamber pressures 
of 1/3 to 4 atmospheres may be encountered in the operation of jet 
engines, the effect of air-stream pressure on the vaporization rate of 
fuel droplets is of considerable importance in the study of combustible 
fuel vapor and air mixtures for jet combustors. Such mixtures are gen- 
erally formed by the injection of fuel droplets at a point upstream of 
the combustion zone. Thus, the concentration of fuel vapor in the mix- 
ture entering the burning zone is determined by the vaporization rate 
of the droplets. Іп order to determine this rate in air streams of 
varying pressure, an investigation was made at the NACA Lewis laboratory 
in which a range of pressure conditions encountered in aircraft combus- 


tion systems was studied. 


In reference 5, an equation is presented for simultaneous heat and 
mass transfer which showed the effect of molecular mass transfer and 
turbulent momentum transfer on the heat-transfer coefficient. This 
heat-balance equation may be used to predict the effect of drop diam- 
eter, fluid velocity, and temperature on vaporization rates. However, 
Since the equation was determined for an air-stream pressure of 
740 millimeters of mercury, it cannot be applied directly to vaporiza- 
tion at different air-stream pressures. The present report was there- 
fore prepared as an extension of reference 5. 


The vaporization rates of pure liquids in gas streams having static 
pressures of 450 to 1500 millimeters of mercury were determined for 
single constant-diameter drops simlated by wetted porous spheres. The 
experiments were conducted in air streams under the conditions of con- 
stant fluid velocity with varying pressure and mass-flow rates, constant 
pressure with varying velocity and mass-flow rates, and constant mass- 
flow rates with varying pressure and air-stream velocity. The mass- 
flow rate of air was varied over a Reynolds number range of 1360 to 
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3400 based on drop diameter, and surface-temperature data were obtained 
in all tests. A limited number of experiments were also made in streams 
of helium, argon, and carbon dioxide at constant pressure and varying 
mass-flow rates. 

An analysis of the problem of simultaneous heat and mass transfer 
resulted in the development of a semiempirical equation which was found 
to correlate the experimental vaporization data. This expression was 
obtained for the case of single drops and small values of approach- 
stream turbulence. 


SYMBOLS 
The following symbols appear in this report: 
A surface area of drop, sq cm 
be ‚уг molecular mass diffusivity evaluated at iav? g/(cm) (sec) 


c root-mean-square molecular velocity evaluated at +2, cm/sec 


С! root-mean-square molecular velocity of inert gas in presence of 
diffusing vapor, em/sec 


Пу volumetric diffusion coefficient or diffusivity of vapor eval- 
uated at tay, ва cm/sec (reference 6) 


d drop diameter, cm 


dm/d@ vaporization rate, g/sec 


Fr Froude number, 12 /ав 

f proportionality constant 

g acceleration due to gravity, 980 cm/sec” 

Hy latent heat of vaporization evaluated at tgs g-cal/g 

h heat-transfer coefficient, g-cal/(sec)(sq ст) (°c) 

K mass-transfer coefficient, g/(sec)(sq cm) 

k thermal conductivity evaluated at tay, g-cal/(sec)(sq cn) (9с/сш) 


- — — -- ------- ‘ah жа 
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At* 
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mean free molecular path evaluated аб %-, cm 


mean free molecular path of inert gas in presence of diffusing 
vapor, cm 


molecular weight 

quantity of material vaporized, g 

number of molecules per unit volume 

Nusselt group for heat transfer, һа/к 

Nusselt group for mass transfer, ка Љу, w 

static pressure, atm or mm Hg 

log mean partial pressure of inert or nondiffusing gas, atm 

difference between partial pressure of vapor at droplet surface 
and partial pressure of vapor in air stream, or driving 
potential, atm 

universal gas constant, 8.31x10/ ergs/(°K) (mole) 


Reynolds number based on drop diameter with dup and р eval- 
uated at tg and tay, respectively, dup/u 


new correlative group with dup and bg ow evaluated at tg 


and tay) respectively, dup/be w 


шет за group based on mass diffusivity and evaluated at tay, 
„Дун 


temperature , К 
temperature, °c 
average film temperature, = (tg + ts), °c 


difference between air temperature and Surface temperature of 
drop or driving potential, tg - tg» C 


temperature-difference correction tern, c 


At value at 1 atm pressure, ?c 
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velocity of gas, cm/sec 


u 
V molel volume, cu cm/g-mole 

Z rate of momentum transfer per unit area, g/ (вес^) (cm) 
7! momentum transferred рег collision per unit area, &/ (вес) (сш) 
0 v&porization time, sec 

Ц gas viscosity, poises 

о gas or vapor density, g/cu cm 

С diameter of gas molecule, cm 

Ф prefix indicating function 

Subscripts: 

а air 

f film 

& Gas 

i inertia force 

j gravity force 

m molecular scale 

n macroscopic scale 

в surface 

t temperature 

v v&por 

W water 

Superscript: 

n any exponent 
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APPARATUS AND PROCEDURE 


The apparatus used in determining vaporization rates under varying 
air-stream-pressure conditions is shown in figure 1. Air was supplied 
from the central laboratory system at 50 pounds per square inch gage 
and 16-percent relative humidity. The air was metered by a rotameter 
and the temperature was controlled over a range of 22° to 93° C by an 
electric resistance heater. Air leaving the heater was passed through 
& calming chamber containing two sections of 200-mesh screen placed 
normal to the air stream and through a nozzle into the test section. 
The inlet ducting was designed to minimize approach-stream turbulence. 
Control valves placed upstream and downstream of the test section made 
it possible to adjust the air-stream pressure, velocity, and mass-flow 
rate to the desired values. The sphere was placed in the center of the 
test section and air temperatures were measured by a thermocouple 
mounted in the same horizontal plane as the sphere. Air-stream static 
pressures were measured from a pressure tap drilled in the wall of the 
test section at a point in the same horizontal plane as the sphere. 
Pressures investigated covered a range of 450 to 1500 millimeters of 


mercury. 


The surface temperature of each liquid drop for the pressure and 
temperature ranges studied was obtained with a fine thermocouple 
junction of 40-gage iron-constantan wire flush with the surface of the 
sphere. A fine thermocouple junction was also placed in the center of 
the sphere to obtain the liquid-core temperature. By maintaining the 
liquid temperature near the surface temperature, the sensible-heat 
transferred by the liquid was negligible in comparison with the latent- 
heat of vaporization. 


The vaporization unit (fig. 2) consisted of a syringe, a hypoder- 
mic needle, a cork sphere mounted on the end of the needle, a rubber 
stopper, and a stainless-steel tube. A screw-feed mechanism was 
required for injecting liquid into the sphere at air-stream pressures 
other than atmospheric pressure. 


Vaporization rates were measured directly by weighing the unit on 
an analytical balance before and after each run. The technique consis- 
ted in: 


(1) Weighing the vaporization unit on an analytical balance 


(2) Inserting the stainless-steel-tube portion of the unit into 
the test section (fig. 1) 


(3) Starting the vaporization period by withdrawing the tube 
partially through the hole in the test section opposite the 
syringe, thus exposing the drop to the air stream for 2 min- 


utes (fig. 2(b)) 
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(4) Ending the vaporization run by replacing the tube over the 
sphere and sealing with the rubber stopper (fig. 2(а)) 


(5) Removing the unit from the test section, reweighing the unit, 
and obtaining the vaporization rate as the quantity of liquid 
evaporated per unit time 


Vaporization-rate data for‘air streams were obtained for the 
following conditions: (a) constant fluid velocity with varying pressure 
and air-mass-flow rates, (b) constant pressure with varying velocity 
and air-mass-flow rates, and (c) constant air-mass-flow rates with 
varying pressure and fluid velocity. 


A limited number of tests were made at constant pressure and 
varying mass-flow rates in which methanol was evaporated into streams 
of helium, argon, and carbon dioxide. Іп each case, the l-inch pipe 
was disconnected from the outlet of the air heater (fig. 1) and connec- 
ted by means of pipe fittings and a copper tube to a pressure regulator 
mounted on a cylinder containing the compressed gas. Thus, the gas was 
passed through the calming chamber and the test section; evaporation 
rates and surface-temperature data were obtained by the method described 
for air streams. The velocity of the gas stream near the surface of the 
sphere was measured with a pitot tube connected to a micromanometer. 


RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 


Effect of Pressure on Nusselt Number 


The vaporization rate of a drop may be determined by either the 
mass-balance equation: 


dm _ Nu! 
45554 Рам Рур (1) 
or the heat-balance equation: 
ат ҺА » Nu 
38 = q At = xà ка At к= (2) 


where p, is the difference between the partial pressure of the vapor 
at the drop surface and in the air stream, Nu' is the Nusselt number 
for mass-transfer, and py the log mean partial pressure of the non- 
diffusing gas. Frössling (reference 7) presented the following expres- 
sion for the mass-transfer Nusselt group for an air temperature of 

207 C: 
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0.5 0.55 
Ши! = 2 + 0.552 (Re) (Sc) | (2a) 


However, in a more recent investigation (reference 5) it was found that 
this equation was not valid over an air temperature range of 30° to 
500° C, and the following expression was presented for the heat-transfer 


Nusselt group: 


Ку 


0.5 | 0.6 
Nu = =) а + 0.303 (ReSc) | (2b) 


where the product of the Reynolds and Schmidt numbers ReSc was defined 
as a single dimensionless number. The Prandtl number does not appear 

in this expression since it remained approximately constant through- 

out the tests, but the thermal-conductivity ratio Ка/Ку was included 
to make the expression directly applicable to an air-vapor fiin. 


Equetion (2b) was determined at an air pressure of 740 millimeters 
of mercury and therefore does not necessarily give the correct effect of 
pressure on the heat-transfer coefficient. It does, however, predict 


Nu = ф(Ве) = ф(Р) 


In order to test this prediction, evaporation rates and surface- 
temperature data were obtained for constant velocity air streams of 
12.2 feet per second and a static-pressure range of 598 to 1494 milli- 
meters of mercury. Data for these runs are given in table I and show 


that, although the pressure was varied by a factor of 25 the Nusselt 
number remained relatively constant. Thus, the pressure effect on the 
Nusselt group predicted from the Reynolds number does not appear to hold 
for this case of simultaneous heat and mass transfer. 


The effect of air-mass-flow rate on the Nusselt number (for 
methanol ) was investigated at different air-stream pressures, and data 
for these runs are recorded in table II and plotted in figure 5. From 
the two plots shown in figure 3, it is evident that the effect of pres- 
sure is not adequately expressed by the relation given in equation {2b). 


Momentum-Transfer Groups 


The analogy between momentum transfer and heat transfer is simply 
the concept that both heat and momentum are transferred when a molecule 
collides with a surface or another molecule. Thus, the heat transferred 
to a vaporizing drop by a molecular collision may be predicted from a 
knowledge of the momentum transferred in the collision. From the kinetic 
theory of gases, the momentum-transfer rate between molecules and a sur- 
face may be obtained in the following manner. The rate of momentum 
transfer resulting from gas molecules striking a surface may be given 
ав: 
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“ where 210 15 the rate of molecular momentum transfer per unit area, 
p is the gas density, and c is the root-mean-square velocity of the 
molecules. If this rate is divided by the rate of collisions at the 
surface с, where 1 is the mean free molecular path, 


Z's m @ ос! (3) 


where 2 ущ is the momentum transferred per collision per unit area 
due to the force of inertia of single molecules. 


If groups of molecules strike a surface at a velocity which is a 
function of the main-stream velocity of the gas u, the rate of momentum 
transfer per unit area may be written 


2 
Zi n 0 pu 


The rate of collisions at a cylindrical or spherical surface is propor- 
tional to u/d since the film thickness is a function of the dian- 

Ё eter d. For the force of inertia of groups of molecules, the momen- 
tum transferred per collision per unit area becomes 


2'1,п © pud (4) 
Consider the case of molecular groups transferring momentum due to 


the force of gravity, where film thickness is again a function of d. 
The rate of momentum transfer per unit area may be written 


2) n © ped 
where p is the average density of the gas. For the force of gravity 


acting on groups of molecules, the momentum transferred per collision 
per unit area is: 


since the rate of collisions at the surface is proportional to  4/gd/aà. 
For the case of momentum transfer due to the force of gravity 
acting on single molecules, the rate of momentum transfer per unit area 


may be written 
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where Г is the mean free molecular path. The rate of collisions at 
the surface is proportional to A gl / 1, and the momentum transferred 
per collision per unit area becomes 


for the force of gravity &cting on single molecules. 


The four cases of momentum transfer are summarized in the following 
table: 


Momentum transfer 
rate at per collision per 
surface unit area, 2! 

(collisions / sec) (g/ (вес)(сш)) 


Rate of momentum Collision 
transfer per unit 
area, Z 


(g/(sec*) (cm) ) 


Inertia|Molecular 


inertia|Macroscopic 
Gravity] Molecular 


In & gas, there is a continuous transfer of momentum from the 
gas molecules to the containing surface. This may be measured as the 
pressure of the gas, and the momentum transferred per collision per unit 
area pcl is proportional to the viscosity of the gas. If a quantity 
of gas is forced past the surface, momentum proportional to pud is 
transferred to the surface. When a ratio of pud to the momentum 
transferred without forced flow pel is used, the following Reynolds 
number relation can be obtained: 


Re о dup/ocl 


which is the ratio of macroscopic- to molecular-scale inerti& forces. 
If heat is also transferred across the film to the surface because of 
a temperature difference би. ; then the Reynolds number may be eval- 
uated at the gas temperature and another momentum-transfer ratio con- 
sidered. Molecules in the film will transfer momentum proportional to 
(ост). г to the surface when heat is transferred across the film. 
Thus, the ratio of molecular-momentum transfer without heat transfer 
to that with heat transfer is (pcl)+ ,/(pcl)4,~ where t,g indicates 
gas temperature and t,f average film temperature. This ratio should 
be included with the Reynolds number in the case of simultaneous heat 
and momentum transfer. 


Consider the case of simultaneous momentum and mass transfer. 
Here the ratio pud/o. D, appears to be important since groups of air 


о И ~ m 
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molecules transfer momentum equal to pud to the surface, and the 
diffusing-vapor molecules transfer momentum equal to p „D, away from 
the surface. The momentum transfer per collision between air molecules 
and a liquid surface of unit area шау be expressed as (рс1)+ 5 pro- 
vided that there is no diffusion of vapor from the liquid surface. 
However, with evaporation and diffusion occurring at the surface, the 
effective mean free path between air molecules will be greater than 7 
since 1! varies inversely with the concentration of air molecules. 
Also, the root-mean-square velocity of the air molecules may be less 
than c since momentum is lost to the diffusing vapor. Thus, the 
collision frequency сү ' with mass transfer must be a function of the 
collision frequency с/? obtained with no mass transfer, but it is 
considerably smaller than с/2. 


On & macroscopic scale, Froude (reference 8) has shown that if the 
collision frequency о/а is small the effect of gravity becomes very 
important and the Froude. group (oud/p /gá а)? is used to describe the 
momentum-transfer process. Thus, the molecular-scale group 
р МЕ: 1/рсф which is analogous to the macroscopic-scale Froude group, 
may be considered important to the process when с! 1! is small ав in 
the case of momentum transfer to & v&porizing-liquid surface. The 
groups ReSc and (р gi 2), г/ (oct), „ are therefore important in the 
case of simultaneous momentum, mass, and heat transfer. This dis- 
cussion is summarized in the following table: 


Process Momentum-transfer groups 
(oud M 


Momentum transfer GN 
" | pci $,& 


(oud), g (1), g 
ос? * (ос? 
tg 6,7 


(pud), (pet), , (evet 2), . 


2 2 
oci). в (еве _ (087), в 


Application of Momentum-Transfer Groups to Heat and Mass Transfer 


Momentum and heat transfer 


Momentum, heat, and mass transfer 


From the analogy between heat and momentum transfer, the ratio of 
macroscopic- to molecular-scale heat transfer or the Nusselt number 
һа/к would be expected to be a function of not only the groups given 
in equation 2(b), Кебе and ЕЕ but also the molecular-scale 
momentum-transfer ratio at the liquid surface (р „ме. ЭРА СЭР 


—— 
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Thus, equation (2b) may be rewritten 


The effect of ReSc and к/к, оп the Nusselt group has already 
been shown (reference 5), and equation (6) may be written: 


ва Лер = гају) о? (Rege)? 9 (gz/c? )? (7) 


where f is a proportionality constant and n an exponent. 


The data in tables I and II indicate that the exponent n is equal 
to 0.6. In order to verify this, vaporization-rate data for four pure 
liquids were obtained in which the air-mass-flow rate was held constant 
at 9.33 grams per second and the air-stream pressure varied over a range 
of 450 to 1500 millimeters of mercury. These data, recorded in 
table III and plotted in figure 4, confirm the fact that the exponent n 
is equal to 0.6. 


The dimensionless group 51/52 may be written: 


z - _&  2.8.8603077 M. (8) 
с 6КТлао тас 


since g = 980 centimeters per second per second, апа R = 8.31x10/ 
ergs per (°K) (mole). Тһе number of molecules in a unit volume of 
gas at any pressure Р or temperature Т may be written 


6.02х1023 P 275 19 p 
n = 735 400 760 т = 0-966810 т 


where P is in millimeters of mercury and Т is in "C By substitu- 
ting this value for n in equation (8): 


gl = 9.3810 79 М. 
сё Pg? 


Thus, the dimensionless group gi/c? is & function of pressure, mole- 
cular diameter, and molecular weight of the gas. 


In the vaporization studies, air was used as the inert heat- 
transfer medium. The best available values of collision diameter were 
used here, but they must be regarded as approximate. Since nitrogen 
and oxygen have collision diameters of approximately 5.77х10-8 ара 


lene 
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3.62X10-8 centimeters, respectively, (reference 9), the diameter of an air 
molecule may be taken as approximately 5.7Х10-8 centimeters. Thus, for 
air 


X eee E 
c? (3.7х10-8)2 


In order to test the applicability of the group gi /c^ to gas 
streams other than air, vaporization tests were performed in which 
methanol was evaporated from the surface of & porous sphere into 
constant-pressure streams of argon, helium, and carbon dioxide. By 
this means, it was possible to test the effect of molecular properties 
separate from the pressure effect given in the group gl/6^. Prandtl 
numbers and values of М/о2 Рог these gases and air are shown in the 


following table: 
Moleculer Jo? |Prandtl 
weight 
29 


By obtaining evaporation rates in gases other than air, it was 
also possible to vary the thermal-conductivity ratio kg/ky by a fac- 
tor of approximately 10. Data for these tests are recorded in table IV 
and plotted in figure 5. Data given in table III are also plotted in 
Pigure 5, and a straight line having a slope of 0.5, which was obtained 
in reference 5, is drawn in the figure for comparison. Thus, by use of 
the molecular-Scale momentum-transfer group gl/C , it was possible to 
correlate vaporization-rate data for methanol evaporating in streams of 
air, helium, argon, and carbon dioxide with the thermal-conductivity 
ratio for a given vapor-gas system. 


С 


em 
(references 9 and 10) 


Air 5.70х10-8 

Helium 2.20 4. 
Argon 2.86 40 
Carbon dioxide 3.40 44 


Equation (2b) predicts that the Nusselt number for a still gas may 
be expressed as: 


0.5 
Nu = 2(ха/кү) 


The data used in deriving equation (2b) (reference 5) may be replotted 
as shown in figure 6. The equation for this plot is 


Nu = 2 + 0.303 (Rese)? (r/r)? (2c) 
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This equation shows the Nusselt number for still air to be independent 
of the thermal-conductivity ratio. 


Thus, the data in reference 5 cannot be used to determine whether 
equation (2b) or (2c) is the correct form since the Reynolds numbers 
were relatively high. However, in the present investigation, evapor- 
ation data for the helium-methanol system extended the range of the 
data to include high values of the thermal-conductivity ratio at low 
Reynolds numbers, and definitely show that equation (2c) is the correct 
form. The data of tables III and IV, plotted in figure 7, yield the 
following expression for Nusselt number 


0.6 0,5 
hd _ 6 (dup Еј)" [Eg 
к. = 2 + 2.58х10 o 3 (ж (9) 
Data by Fróssling (reference 7) аге included in this plot to extend 
the correlation to low ReSc values. In reference 5, the value of 
(21/=2)0-6 is 1.125x107/. Thus, the proportionality constant f is 
0.303 divided by 1.125X10^/ or 2.69x10° which is approximately 5 per- 
cent higher than the value obtained for Е in this investigation. 


If the terms in equation (9) for the Nusselt number are substitu- 
ted in equation (2), the following vaporization-rate equation is 
obtained: 


0.6 0.5 
a = X ола |: + 1.29x10® (nese 2 (5) | (10) 


where At is the difference between the gas and the surface temper- 
ature in em and H, the jatent-heat of vaporization in gram-c&lories 
per gram. То this equation, the group (Кебе 21/52) is independent 
of pressure, and the effect of gas-stream pressure on the evaporation 
rate may be determined directly from the effect of pressure on the 
driving potential At. 


In order to test the applicability of equation (10) to the case of 
vaporization of a fuel drop in a more humid air stream, a series of 
tests was performed in which n-octane was vaporized in an air stream 
having a relative humidity of 48 percent. The vaporization rate and 
the surface temperature of the droplet were within 2 percent of the 
values previously determined in an air stream having a relative humidity 
of 16 percent. From this study, the relative humidity of the air stream 
appeared to have very little effect on the vaporization rate of the fuel 
droplet; this agrees with the fact that the effect of water vapor on the 
value of М/о2 for tne gas stream was small. 
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Effect of Pressure on Driving Potential 


Psychrometric data for water, over a pressure range of 147 to 
1523 millimeters of mercury are shown in figure 8. Values Drs At' were 
obtained from figure 8 at constant air temperatures above 100° c by use 
of the relation At' =O at a total pressure of 1 atmosphere. These 
changes in At with pressure at constant temperature may be plotted 
against the pressure in atmospheres as shown in figure 9. The equa- 
tion of the straight line in the figure is 


At! = -33 log P (11) 


where At' is the temperature-difference correction in °C and P is 
static pressure in atmospheres. Thus, the At values for water at any 
pressure from 0.2 to 2.0 atmospheres may be determined directly from the 
expression 


At = At* -33 log P (12) 


where At* is the At value at 1 atmosphere. It will be necessary 
to relate At and P for other liquids if equation (10) is to be 
used for direct calculation of evaporation rate. 


=o 
Application of Group gi/c to Dat& on Heat Transfer Inside 
Wetted-Wall Columns 


Vaporization-rate data are reported by Gilliland and Sherwood 
(reference 11) for the evaporation of liquids from the inside of wetted- 
wall cylinders into varying pressure and mass-flow-rate air streams 
The mass-transfer Nusselt number Ма! was found to be a function of 
only the Reynolds and the Schmidt numbers provided that the air-stream 
pressure is assumed to have little effect on the liquid-surface temper- 
ature or driving potential py (see equation (1)). In their study it 
would have been very difficult to obtain surface-temperature data. 
However, in the present investigation, these data were obtained and may 
be applied to Gilliland and Sherwood's data as shown in table V. In 
this table, a portion of their data on vaporization of water (table I 
of reference 9) has been selected for examination at air- -stream Reynolds 
numbers of approximately 2150. Estimated At values obtained from the 
experimental data in figure 9 are included in table V as are calculated 


values of the dimensionless groups Nu ‘and gi/c^, which are also plot- 
ted in figure 10. 


In the case of evaporar on from inside wetted-wall columns, the 
usefulness of the group gi/c in explaining the effect of pressure 


—— — — ------ ———9 
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on simultaneous heat and mass transfer is readily apparent from fig- 

ure 10 when both the Reynolds and Schmidt numbers are constant. Thus, 
their data and the data in this study show the Nusselt number for simul- 
taneous heat and mass transfer to be a function of the three groups 
61/22, Re, and Sc. If the Gilliland and Sherwood data were extended to 
air temperatures of 90° C or above, using water, the effect of pressure 
on the Reynolds number would be much greater than the effect of pressure 
on the driving potential At, as shown in figure 8, and in this case the 
importance of using the dimensionless group gl/c" would be shown more 
clearly. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The experimental data show that the effect of gas-stream pressure 
on the evaporation rate of a pure liquid drop may be described by the 


equation 


k t 0.6 k 0.5 
ёш _ КЕ a |1 + 1.29х106 (Беңе SE 
36 “7% 2) E 


where dm/d0 is the vaporization rate’, is the thermal conductivity 
of the gas, t is the difference between the air temperature and the sur- 
face temperature of the drop, H, is the latent heat of vaporization, 

d is the drop diameter, Re is the Reynolds number, Sc is the Schmidt 
number, в is the acceleration due to gravity, 1 is the mean free mole- 
cular path, с is the root-mean-square molecular velocity, and Ку is 
the thermal conductivity of the vapor; ReSc is а new correlative group, 
and gl /с2 is the molecular-scale ratio of gravitational to inertial 
forces. Thus, the Nusselt number is independent of the static pressure, 
and the effect of gas-stream pressure on the vaporization rate may be 
determined directly from the effect of pressure on the driving force 

At. The preceding relation was evolved for the case of an isolated drop 
and a very low value of approach-stream turbulence. 


Lewis Flight Propulsion Laboratory 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 
Cleveland, Ohio, June 10, 1952 
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APPENDIX - CALCULATION OF DIMENSIONLESS GROUPS 


Nusselt group for n-octane (table I). - 


Sphere diameter, d; сп.................... 0. 724 
Air temperature, tg, СА ННВ и ти тек 28° 
Surface temperature, tg, OA Tr ыы Фф a Be Фф Ыы Жз l8 
Temperature difference, t4 - tgs МЕ асасы ы ee ТҮ 10 
Average film temperature, tay, О002.............. 23 
Vaporization rate, dm/d6, g/sec .... 1....... 5.50x107* 
Latent heat of vaporization at t,, ^u и РЕКЕ = 89 
Thermal conductivity of air at Ex Ка 

g-cal/(sec)(sq cm)(°C/em) ................ . 5.95107? 


The Nusselt number may be expressed as 


дт/а0 H, 


№ = Xd № 


Thus 


_ __ (6.850300 +) (вә) ^ ge 


(5.14) (0.724) (5.95x107?) (10) 


Reynolds group for n-octane (table I). - 


Mass-air-flow rate, lb/hr ................. 60 
Sphere diameter; в. CM еи e кк e s s арка e s Еве а 0.724 
Area of duct, ва ст .. rr c ] c] ns 21.2 
Average film temperature, зу Ck Bo uou sod» БОС GS D а 25 


Viscosity of air at tp, ug, poise . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.825x107* 


The mass-flow rate per unit area up may be calculated as follows: 


60) (454 g/1b) 


UD = те зе ЕЕ эт = 0.557 g/(sec)(sq см) 


Thus, the Reynolds number is 


_ (0.724) (0.357) _ 4455 


Е" (1.825х10-%) 
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Schmidt group for n-octane, (table III). - 


Average film temperature, tay, О202,............ 25 
Viscosity of air at tp, Hay poise ............ 1.855х107® 


The molecular mass diffusivity b, „ may be calculated from the 
Gilliland expression (reference 6) as ToLlows: 


РДЕ == (0.0045)(298)9:5 (0.00269) = 2.77x107* g/(em) (sec) 


Thus, the Schmidt number is 


де = == = ========- = 0.662 
E,W 2.77Х10 


Molecular-scale momentum-transfer О 1/е a - 


The mean free molecular path 1 may be expressed as 


$ l//2xno? 


where the number of molecules per unit volume n is 2.7х1019 at а temper- 
ature of 09 C and a pressure of 1 atmosphere and the diameter of air 
molecule с is 5.7Х10-8 em. 
Thus 

1 = 6.11x107Ó em 


The root-mean-square molecular velocity c may be expressed ав 


c" = 
YM 
7 
сЕ 5) (8.5110 (275) _ 2.55х10° (cn/sec)? 


Thus 
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Since g is 980 centimeters per second per second, 


-6 " 
A (980)(6.11X107?) _ J ce rl? 
с 


(2.35Х10“) 
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TABLE I - VAPORIZATION FROM 0.724-CENTIMETER-DIAMETER SPHERE IN 


AIR STREAM AT TEMPERATURE OF 28° C AND VELOCITY 


OF 12.2 FEET PER SECOND 


Air-flow| P At sr oe Ша» evaluated Hy 
rate (um Eg) |(90)| (g/sec) |at tav (g-cal/g 
(g/sec) (poises) 

| а, 


n-Octane and air 


7.57 598 |10.0/5.50xX107*|1.825x107* |1415| 88.9 5.95X107> 
9.47 747 1762 | 88.5 5.96 


11.85 954. 2200 88.4 9.98 


“Values from reference 12. 
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TABLE II - VAPORIZATION OF METHANOL FROM O.71-CENTIMETER-DIAMETER 


SPHERE IN AIR STREAM AT TEMPERATURE OF 28° c* 


Air-mass- 
flow rate 
(g/sec) 


ир = 1.77510“ poises; Hy = 285 g-cal/g; Ка = 5.79X107? and 


= 5.57Х10-5 g-cal/(sec)(sq cm)(°C/cm); and 
„ 1.765X107* g/cm sec. 


8.25x10 £ |5,870| 60.7 


-4 -5 
uy = 1.760X10 ^ poises; Hy = 286 g-cal/g; Ка = 5.74X10 
ks 5.54Х1079 g-cal/(sec)(sq сш) (Фс/сш); апа 
bg,w = 1.758X107* g/cm вес. 


NPOWK ODD 


“Values for Не) Ho» kg» and Ky from reference 12. 


== о — - Е 


TABLE III - VAPORIZATION FROM SPHERES ТЯ AIR STREAM AT A MASS-FLOW RATE OF 9.55 GRAMS PER SECOND? 


P At | dm/dO | Nu 1 › (в 
ове [5 


n-Octane and air; t4 = 29.49 C; sphere diam. = 0.78 сш; рр = 1.835X107* poises; Ве = 1875; 
22 = 2.53x109 (em/sec)^; Se = 0.662; Hy = 88.5 g-cal/g; and К, = 6.06X107? and 
ky = 2.20X107? g-cal/(sec)(sq cm)(°C/cm). 


12.80x1078 
12.80 


+ 


JP HS OI са (сл кегі о 


-P 


ооло ороло 
С» фо ОУ СА го (А іо со са сл сл 
му са CA је је по 13 E ҥ+ юго 
- H 

CD 


ЕЕРЕЕ 


ЕВЕ 
© СОО ©› —1 н СЛ ОО ср 


Benzene and air; ta = 27.89 0; sphere diam. = 0.78 em; рр = 1.787107“ роівев; Re = 1925; 
28 = 2.48х109 (cm/sec)?; бе = 0.750; Hy = 106.5 g-cal/g; and ka = 5.82X10 7 and 
Ky =2.35X10 g-cal/(sec)(sq em)(°C/cm). 


ч 
e 


ТРРРЕРЕ 


15.35х10-6 
15,53 
15.55 
12.50 
12.50 
17.83 
9.95 


6.17X1076| 2,44Х10-12 8.47x10-8 


ол зооло 


“Values of uf, Hy, ka, and ky from reference 12. Sa 
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VAPORIZATION FROM SPHERES IN AIR STREAM AT A MASS-FLOW RATE 


OF 9.33 GRAMS T SECOND? МАСА 


T тү (Reso "HS 0.6 m HOAN 
(am Не) °С) (g/sec) 


Acetone and air; tg = 27. 89 C; sphere diam. = 0.64 cm; ир = 1.760Х10 с poises; Re = 1602; 
c? = 2.28x109 e sin um = 0.85; Hy = 135.5 g-cal/g; and kg = 5.74X10-9 and 


ky = 2.42X10 ? g-cel/(sec)(sq cm)(°C/cm). 


TABLE III - Concluded. 


• • е % 


. © 
om 


a LÀ 


* 


* 


* 


* 


сл 
Ф 


* 


* 


: 
è 
> 


• 


> 


: 
з 


о 


% 
- 

о о а л(л (л (лн са p + 
+ 


б © тоб бк О 


ЕЕГ: 
Нот PPP к> н> IP ја (р 
uobooouabbo 
Оло O0 Qoo (л 
Бонна отоо 
ONE ол (л л 3 
ОВОККБЕВКК 
PP ON соок H ого 
PSEPEEERRRRS 


9 С; sphere diem. = 0.688 cm; pp = 1.945Х107% poises; Re = 1551; 


2.58Х109 “(en/ece)®; ве = 0.90; Hy = 124.2 g-cal/g; and kg = 6.57X10-9 and 
= $.00X107? g-cal/(sec)(sq em)(°C/cm). 


осо «o 
QUAL f» (D (D 
опочоо 


p роївев; Re = 1732; 
= 285 g-cal/g; and ką = 5.71X107? and 


Methanol and air; tg = =. 09 C; sphere diem. = 0.688 cm; ир = 1.752Х10 
2 = 2.50Х109 (cm/sec); Se = 1.00; 
ES ES. 50x107> с Дева а ст) (9с/сш). 


"values of ығ, Hy, Ка; and ky from reference 12. 


TABLE ТУ - VAPORIZATION OF METHANOL FROM 0.71-CENTIMETER-DIAMETER SPHERE IN GAS STREAMS ОР 
VARYING MASS-FLOW RATES ~ МАСА,“ 


0.6 0.6 0.5 
P A am /ae /е? Re е /c* У 
Н 


Methanol and helium; t, = 26° C; Hg = 1.876х1074 роівев; Hy = 285 g-cal/g; Kg = 55.6х10” 
ky = 5.40Х1075 сва (aes (Бі em)(°C/cm); and bg y = 3.70X107* g/(cm)(sec). 


740 340] 172.5| 1.024x10 
740 340| 172.5| 1.024 

740 | 

740 468) 237.0] 1.024 


and Argon; tg = 15.59 С; pg = 2.18Х1074 poises; E, = 286 g-cal/g; ка = 5.90Х1075 зла 
5.36х1072 g-cal/(sec)(sq сш) (“С/сш); and dew = 1.61x107* g/(cm)(sec). 


49.5 |1555 1810 
49.5 |1555 1810 
54.1 | 1935) 2450 
55.9 | 1955] 2450 


Methanol and 0600; tg = 15:0" C; Hg = 1.44X107* poises; Hy = 286 g-cal/g; Кр = 5,59х1072 and 
ky = 5,56Х1079 g-cal/(sec)(sq cm)(°C/cm); and bg,w = 1.60x107* g/(cm) (sec). 


740 |24.013.73X107* | 426 58.8 |5870| 3480 |4.72х10-12 |e1.2x10^9 
740 |24.0|2.56 240 |41.0 |2180]1965 |4.72 . 
740 |24.0|2.56 240 !40.4 |2180|1965 |4.72 


“Values for На; Hys Kgs and К, from reference 12. 
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TABLE V - VAPORIZATION OF WATER FROM INSIDE WETTED-WALL CYLINDERS 


7.77х10-12 
1.95 


aData by Gilliland and Sherwood (reference 11). 
ata from fig. 9. 

“Reference 12. 
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Figure 1, - Schematic diagram of vaporization equipment. 
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Figure 2. - Vaporization unit. 
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Figure 5. - Vaporization of methanol from 0.71-centimeter-diameter sphere 


in (28° C) air stream at near atmospheric and reduced pressures, and 
variable air-mass-fiow rate. 
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Nusselt number, hd/k, 
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t] Acetone 1602 27.8 
© Acetone 1551 93.0 
b Methanol 1732 22.0 


о п-Ос+апе 1875 29.4 0.662 
4 Benzene 1925 27.8 .750 


6 8 10x107}? 
Molecular-scale momentum-transfer group, gl / ce 


Figure 4. - Correlation of Nusselt number with molecular- 
scale momentum-transfer group.  Air-mass-flow rate, 
9.33 grams per second; static pressure, 450 to 1500 milli- 
meters of mercury. 
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Figure 5. - Correlation of vaporization data with thermal-conductivity 
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Figure 6. - Correlation of Nusselt number with dimensionless groups Бебес and 


кал 


сЕ 


0582 ML VOVN 


95 


NACA TN 2850 33 


Helium 

Argon 

Carbon 

dioxide 
Frossling's data 

(reference 7) 


Air 20.0 


О 
4 
п 
© 
> 
А 
v 
4 


12 16 20 241076 


4 8 
СЕКЕ ГЕТЕ 98а) 5 


Figure 7. - Correlation of Nusselt number with momentum-transfer groups 
and thermal-conductivity ratio. 
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Figure 9. - Correlation of temperature-difference correction 
with static pressure. 
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Figure 10. - Correlation of Nusselt number with molecular-scale momentum-transfer 
group for evaporation inside wetted-wall columns. (Data from reference 9.) 
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